Surgical treatment of nonmelanoma skin cancer in the Medicare population.
Nonmelanoma skin cancer (NMSC) is the most common malignancy of white populations. Different surgical treatment options can be used to treat these tumors, depending on the tumor characteristics and setting. To determine how frequently different specialists use the different types of surgical options available for the treatment of NMSC using a 1998-1999 sample of Medicare claims data. Episodes of care of NMSC were identified by pathology claims with a diagnosis of NMSC. The surgical interventions performed within 7 days before the pathologic diagnosis of NMSC were then analyzed. The numbers of patients and the variety of surgical treatments were categorized by specialty to include dermatology, general surgery, and plastic surgery. Dermatologists managed 82% of the NMSC episodes. Dermatologists used a wider range of different treatment options than other specialists and performed 90% of the biopsies, 56% of the excisions, 95% of the destructions, and 100% of the Mohs micrographic surgeries for NMSC. Dermatologists identify and manage most of the NMSC in the United States and offer patients a broad range of surgical options. The use by dermatologists of office-based surgical methods not commonly used by other specialists may partially explain previous findings of better NMSC outcome by dermatologists. The low level of use of specific surgical options by some specialists may indicate the need for greater training/exposure to these methods.